. Some data for both tests for non-enterobacterial species, mainly pseudomonads, have been published by Le Minor and Ben Hamida (1962) and Billow (1964) , while Tacquet, Tison, Polspoel, Roos, and Devulder (1966) found the occasional ONPG positive strain among some species of Mycobacterium. In the present work, the range of non-enterobacterial, Gram-negative, aerobic organisms studied in both tests has been extended to 30 genera representing 123 named species and varieties.
Materials and Methods

ORGANISMS
A total of 588 strains have been examined. All, except 30, were NCTC strains and have been routinely checked and characterized by a wide range of tests over the years in the National Collection of Type Cultures. The additional 30 strains were newly isolated strains sent to the NCTC for identification: 10 strains of Eikenella (synonym Bacteroides) corrodens (Hill, Snell, and Lapage, 1970) , 10 strains of Pseudomonas cepacia (Snell, Hill, and Lapage, 1972) , and 10 strains of P. stutzeri (Lapage, Hill, and Reeve, 1968 Results in all three media were read up to 10 days' incubation at optimum temperature, usually 37°C.
0-F TEST
The method and medium of Hugh and Leifson (1953) , modified to give a final concentration of bromthymol blue of 0-006% w/v, was used to determine the oxidative or fermentative breakdown of glucose.
Results and Discussion
The results of the 0-F test were recorded as either fermentative, oxidative, alkali-producing, or nil. These results and those for the acid from lactose tests, and the ONPG test are given in table I. All four possible combinations of acid from lactose positive or negative and ONPG positive or negative were found, acid production from lactose being scored positive if positive by any of the three methods. The numbers of strains in each combination are given in table II, which also gives the numbers of strains in each 0-F reaction pattern. No discrepancies were found between our data and those of Le Minor and Ben Hamida (1962) and Billow (1964) In conclusion, although the majority of the strains tested were both lactose and ONPG negative, the numbers found in the other three categories demonstrate the value of these tests together in the identification and differentiation of non-fermentative and fermentative bacterial genera in addition to those of the family Enterobacteriaceae.
